MEDIA RELEASE

ALITALIA AND AEROLÍNEAS ARGENTINAS SIGN A JOINT BUSINESS AGREEMENT TO
COOPERATE IN ROUTES BETWEEN ITALY AND ARGENTINA
It is the first such agreement to be signed in Argentina, allowing passengers to access better
connectivity options and both airlines to improve customer proposition and deliver seamless
travel experience
Buenos Aires, January 31st 2018. - Alitalia and Aerolíneas Argentinas announced today the
signature of a Joint Business Agreement (JBA), which will allow both airlines to coordinate
commercial efforts to provide business and leisure travelers with wider and better travel choices,
more convenient schedules and wider selection of customer proposition. It will also allow the two
airlines to harmonize the customer experience and deliver seamless world-class airline product
between Argentina and Italy.
Both companies entered into a code-share agreement in 2017. The agreement signed today
between Aerolíneas Argentinas and Alitalia is an unprecedented step in the country and will
deeper the existing cooperation allowing to reach a greater number of destinations in the
extensive networks that both operators offer in Argentina and Italy.
“The strengthened cooperation with Aerolíneas Argentinas presents great growth opportunities
for us in a market in which we expect to offer more seats to customers together with the leading
Argentinian airline”, said Massimo Iraci, Alitalia´s Chief Strategy and Operations Officer, while on
his visit to Buenos Aires to sign this agreement. ”Italy and Argentina, already tied by strong
economic and cultural relations, will now be even closer.”
Grupo Aerolíneas Argentinas´ President Mario Dell ´Acqua said that “this agreement will allow us
to consolidate our international operation in a smart way: collaborating with a strategic partner as
Alitalia. Building on this partnership, we want to improve the ‘air bridge’ between Argentina and
Italy with benefits for both free competition and consumer choice.”
This JBA seeks to find ways to jointly coordinate more convenient schedules and connections, as
well as eventually add new destinations. Additionally, it will allow both companies to share know
how and best practices.
A key driver for the signature of this JBA is the growth potential of the exchange between Italy
and Argentina, and the possibility of capturing it using the experience and knowledge of both
companies.
The agreement will enter into effect and be implemented once it has been cleared according to
applicable regulation on competition and approved by any competent regulatory authority.

There are more than 20 JBAs around the world, as part of a trend which has experienced an
exponential growth in the global aviation market: in only a decade international seats offered
under this type of agreements went from 7% to approximately 75%. This allows profitable
competition on international routes without the need for acquisitions or large capital bets in fleet
or other resources.
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About Alitalia
Alitalia - Società Aerea Italiana (alitalia.com) is the Italian largest airline. As part of its 2017-2018 winter schedule,
Alitalia flies to 74 destinations, including 20 Italian and 54 international destinations, with over 3,300 weekly flights and
97 routes. Alitalia boasts one of the most modern and efficient fleets in the world. It is a member of the SkyTeam
alliance and is part of the Transatlantic Joint Venture alongside Air France-KLM and Delta Air Lines. Alitalia also
collaborates with the other Etihad Airways Partners - Air Serbia, Air Seychelles, Etihad Airways and Jet Airways – in
order to offer customers more choice through improved networks and schedules, and enhanced frequent flyer benefits.

ABOUT AEROLINEAS ARGENTINAS
Founded in 1950, Aerolíneas Argentinas is one of the leading airlines in South America. From its operational bases at
Aeroparque Jorge Newbery and Ezeiza International Airport in Buenos Aires, Aerolíneas Argentinas flies to 24
international destinations in Americas and Europe. Along with Austral Líneas Aéreas, Aerolíneas operates flights to
37 destinations in Argentina, and provides dynamic connections between Argentina and the region through its
relaunched operations center at Jorge Newbery Airport (Aeroparque). The Aerolíneas Group is currently carrying out
a fleet renewal program, consisting of Airbus 330, Airbus 340, Boeing 737-700/800, MAX and Embraer 190 aircraft.
Since September 2012, Aerolíneas Argentinas is member of the SkyTeam global alliance.

